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Worship for 3rd Sunday of Easter
APRIL 6,2008 AT 11:00 A.Mm.

* Indicates a portion of the service in which standing is requested of all able persons

Organ Prelude O Love That Will Not Let Me Go G. MacMillian

*Call to Worship & Opening Prayer (Psalm 105:1 - 5)

Pastor: Give thanks to the LORD, call on his name; make known among
the nations what he has done.

People: Sing to him, sing praise to him; tell of all his wonderful acts.
Pastor: Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seck the LORD
rejoice.

People: Look to the LORD and his strength; seek his face always.

All: Remember the wonders he has done, his miracles, and the
judgments he pronounced

Pastor: Let us pray. O God your Son made himself known to his disciples
in the breaking of bread. Open the eyes of our hearts, that we may see him
in his redeeming work; who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

All: Amen.

*OPENING HYMN Joyful, Joyful, we Adore Thee No. 464
PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Amidst the clamor of competing claims, we strain to know your will, O
God. We confess inflating the importance of small matters, while
making light of scrious matters. Forgive us for the petty and self-
centered perceptions that distort the truth. We have suffered the
consequences of our errant choices. Grant us the gift of discernment,
O God, that in matters of life and death, we will choose life. In Christ,

we pray.
All:  {A Time of Silence}

Lord. have mercy upon us. Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

KYRIE

* ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDON (Romans 4:25; 2 Corinthians 5:14 - 15)

Pastor: “He was dclivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life
for our justification

People: For Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that
one died for all, and therefore all died.”

Pastor: “And he died for all. that those who live should no longer live tor
themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.™ Accept
this good news and live in God’s peace.

All: Amen.

*GLORIA PATRI No. 579

Glory Be to the Father ...
THE PEACE

I.eader: Since God has forgiven us in Christ. let us forgive one another.
The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

People: And also with you.

A Time with the Children Naney Brand

Special Music

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Pastor: Lord, open our hearts and minds by the power of your Holy Spirit,
that as the scriptures are read and your Word is proclaimed, we may hear
with joy what you say to us today.

All: Amen.

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON (pg. 739) Isaiah 26:19
NEW TESTAMENT LESSON (pg. 1205) 1 Corinthians 15:1-8,12-19
CONGREGATION (after *“The Word of the Lord™) *“Thanks be to God™
SERMON Of First Importance Rev. Tim King

ANNOUNCEMENTS & CONCERNS OF THE CHURCH
MORNING OFFERING O Jesus, Thou Art Standing R. McNair
*HYMN OF PREPARATION  Let Us Break Bread Together No. 513

Service of the Lord’s Supper (refer to laminated service order)

While Passing the Cup  When I Survey the Wondrous Cross No. 101
*CLOSING HYMN Arise, Your Light is Come! No. 411
*Benediction

*Congregational Amen No. 586
ORGAN POSTLUDE Festive Praise R. Blake

Please remain scated quietly during the postlude, in meditation & prayer



Parables of God’s Extraordinary Love for the Lost: The Lost Sheep
Matthew 18: 10-14 and Luke 15: 1-7

Before you read this insert find the passage in your Bible and read Jesus ' own
words. To learn more about the parables of Jesus join us in Sunday School at
10:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings. Come to the Jackson Street entrance and ring the
bell for entry.

This parable as recorded by Matthew and Luke indicates that Jesus may
have used the same story on different occasions and with different audiences, thus

changing some details for emphasis. Therefore, let us examine each account
individually.

Matthew 18: 10-14 Christ’s disciples comprise the audience. They have
come to Him concerned about who is the greatest. Jesus directs their attention to a
child and tells them that only those who humble themselves like a child will be
great in heaven. He then cautions them against being the means by which a little
one might stray. After that warning Jesus tells this parable about a shepherd who
searches the mountain for his one sheep that has strayed from a flock of 100.
Christ’s next words provide explicit instruction on restoring a fellow Christian who
has stumbled to fellowship with God and with the church. Thus, this parable about
a sheep gone astray is directed to those who will be Christ’s shepherds of the
church following His ascent, and the sheep in the story correspond to members of
His body who fall away and need loving restoration. Implicit in the parable is the
teaching that those who desire true greatness will serve others, gently restoring
those who stray.

Luke 15:1-7 Here the audience is a larger group that includes Pharisees, tax
collectors, and “sinners,” meaning those who were scorned by the Pharisees for not
keeping the law or observing Jewish traditions. The scribes and Phanisees also
grumbled against Christ for keeping company with such people. In this telling the
shepherd has 99 sheep in the fold and one in the wilderess. He goes to great
lengths to find it himself, placing it on his shoulders and carrying it home with
rejoicing that he cannot keep to himself. Jesus ends the parable by saying,
“[T]here will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-
nine righteous persons who do not need to repent.” Here Christ uses irony aimed
at the Pharisees’ and scribes’ self-righteousness, for there is no such thing as one in
no need of repentance: “There is no one righteous, not even one; there is no one
who understands, no one who seeks God” (Romans 3: 10-11). Whereas in
Matthew the sheep wanders away from the fold and gets lost in the mountains, in
Luke the shepherd seeks his lost lamb in the wilderness, a metaphor frequently

used in Scripture to depict our condition before we call on Christ as Savior and
Lord.



Both accounts emphasize God’s great love, not merely for the saved and
unsaved but for each of us individually. The loving shepherd does not shrug his
shoulders and cut his losses when a single sheep is missing; he grieves its loss,
goes after it himself, and rejoices greatly at its rescue.

God does not abandon his flock when seeking a stray. A shepherd with 100
sheep would have been considered well off in Jesus’ day, and his audience knew
that the 99 would have been left in the care of undershepherds, who, at nightfall
would have herded the flock safely into a sheepfold or cave for protectton. Here
lies important instruction for the church, particularly those who serve as
“undershepherds” for the congregation. God’s shepherding work must be carred
out by people, and we should imitate Christ in our love and service to all, including
those the world may dismiss or despise.

Unlike many in Christ’s original audience, most of us today have no
experience of tending sheep and cannot fully appreciate the shepherd’s diligent and
difficult search. “[A] sheep is quite heavy, probably weighing seventy to ninety
pounds. When the sheep is lost, it is often overcome with fright and will bleat
loudly until help arrives. Being caught up with its paralyzing fear, the poor animal
is motionless. The shepherd must take the sheep by its legs and saddle it around
his neck, where he will carry it back to the flock™ (Young, The Parables, Jewish
Tradition and Christian Interpretation, pp. 192-3).

In these parables of lost sheep we find stern warning for the proud who see
no need for God or refuse to pay the cost of following him. Those who prize their
own righteousness apart from God exclude themselves from the love and care of
the Great Shepherd. The parables’ overarching theme is God’s great love for each
of us, his readiness to forgive, his ability to rescue and restore the lost and the
stray, and his great joy in each one who enters the fold. God does not wait for us
to come to him, but searches for us himself. Our hope is not that we are righteous,
but that he is at work as a loving Father, through the atonement of Christ and the
comfort of the Holy Spint.

For this is what the Sovereign Lord says: 1 myself will search for my sheep
and look after them. As a shepherd looks after his scattered flock when he is
with them, so will I look after my sheep. I will rescue them from ali the places
where they were scattered on a day of clouds and darkness. . . . | will search
for the lost sheep and bring back the strays, 1 will bind up the injured and
strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the strong I will destroy. I will
shepherd the flock with justice. Ezekiel 34: 11-12, 16



Of First Importance
1 Corinthians 15:1 - 8,12 -19

One, Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures
(v.3).

Two, Jesus was buried (v. 4)

Three, he was raised on the third day according to the
Scriptures (v. 4).

Four, Jesus was seen by other people (v. 5).

Q. How does Christ’s resurrection benefit us?

A. First by his resurrection he has overcome death, so that
he might make us share in the righteousness he won for us
by his death (Rom. 4:25: 1 Cor. 15:16 - 20; 1 Peter 1:3 -3).

Second, by his power we too are already now resurrected
to new life (Rom. 6:5-11; Eph. 2:4-6: Col. 3:1-4).

Third, Christ’s resurrection is a guarantee of our glorious
resurrection (Rom. 8:11: 1 Cor. 15:12-23: Phil. 3:20 - 21)

(Question 47 in the Heidelberg Catechism)



